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there was nothing else like it on

the market at the time.”

— Barry Plat, the Barry Plant Growp

“It still
amazes me,
the number
of peaple in
Melbourne

who have this

fived notion
that spring is the best time to
sell your home.”

— Jeromyy Desmier, Fletchers
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Winter wonder: Tesry
and Anasiagia Bindevie
with Baby Mihall, oxpoec
1o spll iheir home 1o

mang thE 2pasam than il
1hey waited unill spring

Ficture: TIN CARRAFA
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our best
prices ayer
mast of the
past five
years have
been in
Rugust”

— Crais Staphens, Jas K. Stepheac

“The theory
that buyers
in coastal
areas get
bargains
during winter
because

there are less people around
is a total fallacy.”

~ Peter Thomas, Stockdale
& Leggo chief executive
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CHILL FACTOR

Vendors are beating the spring
winter the hot new time to sell

ETEER "'I.I‘f
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just abaout r'-w.-:-n'!.]'unhir:

the world of real estate,

but he was stunned by
a sale in the depth of winter
last year.

With few caomparable properties on
thie market, Ar Plant called for bids
for a fAve-bedrocm ouss with an
indoor posl on o 400050 m block in
Templestowe. It had a reserne price
of $1.45 million

The cold, grey day turned inte a
radd hot awethon when the hammer
eventunlly come doen at $1.53 mil-
lign — a remarkable $420,000 beyon d
the wendor's acceptable price.

STt was an eoseptlonal property

TONY RINDFLEISCH
Kay editar

becauss Phere wak nothing elee Hice 5t
on the market ot the time, " Mr Plant.
Enld

“Tt was one of the hiphest prices
wewe over aehieved over the réeserve.

“Had there been two of three other
properiies for sabe i Uhe same K-
et it might have been dLIfcl:l-n!- =

Tha ll.r"'ﬁll of the story s that when
there are few similar propertbes for
sale, prices go wp.

And that is often what happens in
winler,

Conventlonal wisdom Supgests
spring 15 the best time to sell real
estate, but that i2 when most peopin
sell.

T:Iu- r-*mlt s that the maricct is
flosded with howses,

of them in the same)

) _ with simikar anchi-
tectural .':I...l % nnd features in the
same price bracked.

rush, making
in Melbourne

people in Melboume who have this
fixed notion that spring 18 the best
time o gell your home™ Fleichers
director Jeremy Deamber sald

“The demand does vary during the
year, but only A Hithe,

‘Conventional wisdom suggests spring is the best time to sell
real estate, but that is when most people sell. The market is
sometimes flooded with houses, often dozens of them in the
same neighbourhood and price bracket’

Buyers who fear missing cut on
one house do oot feed compelled o
offer & higher price, They simply
move on te the next one, In winter,
the oppnsite is often troe.

l “Tt still pmnzes me, the mumber of

“Rut the supply changes dramai-
cally in winter. People say whon
thev're aelling that thelr gardens
laok better in spring, art so do all the
other vendors' gardens

Mr Desmier said few gardens were

WINTER SELLING TIPS

Mzdmiss Bght by opening blinds
OF Tuimendg on Bphts

Light cpen fires or kesep e cenbral
heating on

Add eolour with cUshions of nigs
i alfrmn innas

Claan windows
Césplay fresh Aowers

Ensure then: is no waber dastage
or leakisg guiters:

Awoid waler pooling on patio arsas
Fiemeve clutter

Tidy the garden
=0 ecxceplionml that the property

| should only be sold In spring.

He sadd winter wos often the best
thme to el becase vendors could
then by in spring, with an assured
sale price gulding thelr purchase,
when thens wene far more properties
froam which Lo cliooss.

Continued next page




